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Atlantic Union Bank is proud to support 
The Valor Awards.
Our ThankU Checking delivers free checking and extra 
perks to those professionals who serve us so well.

Schedule an appointment or 
visit our branch:
216 Broadview Avenue 
540.341.3634

Commercial Banking Office:
37 E Main Street 
540.349.9675
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2021 VALOR AWARDS
TIMELINE & AGENDA

6:00 PM – 6:30 PM
Registration and Networking

6:30 PM
Welcome and Opening Remarks, Alec Burnett, Fauquier Chamber of 

Commerce Executive Director

6:35 PM
National Anthem Performed by students of the Allegro Community School 

of the Arts

6:40 PM
Invocation – Reverend Wes Shortridge

6:40 PM
Dinner

7:10 PM
Recognition of Invited Guests, Sponsors and Introduction of Presenting 

Sponsor, Alec Burnett

7:15 PM
Welcome and Introduction of the Master of Ceremony, Mark B. Williams

7:20 PM
Introduction of the Honorees, Chris Butler, Fauquier County Board  

of Supervisors 

8:00 PM
Closing Remarks, Gloria Williams, Valor Awards Committee Chair



BEYOND 
DESIGN

allen wayne 703.321.7414

hello@allenwayne.com

allenwayne.comBrand Strategy • Website Design @aw_designstudio

Going

to create phenomenal brands.

BRAND STRATEGY • WEBSITE DESIGN • GRAPHIC DESIGN

@allenwaynedesign

A FIRM WITH ONE FOCUS
INJURY LAW

WARRENTON  |  CULPEPER  |  FRONT ROYAL
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES
CHRISTOPHER T.  BUTLER

Christopher Todd Butler was born and raised in 

Fauquier County and after graduating from Fauquier 

High School he attended Lord Fairfax Community 

College to study law enforcement and then began a 

ten year career in public service as a Deputy Sheriff 

with the Fauquier County Sheriff’s Office. After an 

injury forced his retirement from law enforcement, 

Mr. Butler became a professionally Certified 

Occupational Safety Specialist. Today he is the Safety Director for S.W. 

Rogers Company, Inc., and is responsible for overseeing the overall 

health, safety and welfare of the company’s workforce.

Mr. Butler was first elected to represent the Lee Magisterial District on 

the Fauquier County Board of Supervisors in 2016, and was sworn in 

for a second term of public office in January 2020. He served as Vice 

Chairman in 2017, and then presided as the Chairman of the Board for two 

consecutive terms in 2018 and 2019. 

Mr. Butler sits on several committees including the Fauquier County 

Agricultural and Forestal District, Agricultural Advisory Committee, 

Broadband Authority, Personnel Committee, Public Safety Committee, 

Quantico Civilian/Military Community Relations Executive Council, 

Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission, Rappahannock River Basin 

Commission, Regional Jail Board, and Transportation Committee.

Mr. Butler is quite active in the community. He attends Bealeton Baptist 

Church, and serves on the Fauquier Farm Bureau as well as the Cedar 

Grove Cemetery Board of Trustees. Previously he served on the Fauquier 

Crime Commission and is a former member of the Fauquier County Fair 

Board. Mr. Butler enthusiastically supports the Remington Volunteer Fire 

Department, the Remington Fall Festival, and the Sumerduck Ruritan Club.  

A fourth generation farmer, Mr. Butler and his wife Lisa live in Remington 

with their two children and their golden doodles Duke and Pippa. 



He won’t forget his family when he deploys. 
And neither will we. 

Veterans who work at Dominion Energy are 
in good company: 1 in 5 new hires has served 
in the military. And should they be deployed 
while on the job, we’ll proudly continue their 
family’s benefits for up to five years and cover 
the difference between their current salary and 
military pay. Because family watches out for 
family, and they’ll always be a part of ours.
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OPENING REMARKS 
MARK B.  WILLIAMS

On behalf of the attorneys and staff at Mark B. 

Williams & Associates, PLC, I would like to thank all of 

the honorees for their service to our community and 

to Chris Butler for acting as Master of Ceremonies 

this evening.  

Over the past 5 years my wife Gloria and I have 

chosen to have the law firm sponsor the Valor Awards 

because we believe it is important to acknowledge 

the difficult work you do every day. In our previous careers as social 

workers we worked together with first responders on a regular basis. And 

now, we appreciate the fact that our current law enforcement leaders are 

often out and about in our community engaging with the public every 

day. From town hall meetings and educational programs to participating 

in business and community events, we feel fortunate to live in Fauquier 

where there is a high priority placed on open lines of communication and 

working together.  



Words matter.

www.Fauquier.comSubscribe today
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VETERAN HONOREE
COOPER L.  WRIGHT

Cooper L. Wright was born in Mineola, NY on May 

28, 1944. He graduated with the West Point Class of 

1966.  Following completion of Airborne and Ranger 

training, became a combat engineer platoon leader in 

Germany. He then served back to back combat tours 

in Vietnam for which he received two Bronze Stars and 

three Air Medals.

Upon his return to the United States, he attended 

Purdue University where he obtained a Master’s Degree in construction 

management. He was then assigned to the Los Angeles Engineer District 

where he served as a project manager responsible for the construction of 

a $7 million postal facility in Van Neys, California. He returned to West Point 

in the mid 70s where he was an assistant professor of mathematics and 

where he met and married the love of his life, Linda.

After graduating with honors from the US Army Command and General Staff 

College, he was assigned to the Armor and Engineer Board at Fort Knox, 

KY where he worked with the Israeli Army to develop countermine battle 

drills that were later used by U.S. forces during the Gulf Wars. His final Army 

assignment was as Director of Test and Evaluation at the US Army Engineer 

School at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. He retired from the Army in 1986.

In retirement, he worked for a number of defense industry firms supporting 

the National Missile Defense program.  

Cooper and his wife Linda moved to Warrenton in 2002 and loved its small 

town environment. For nine years, he served on the Board of Directors for 

the Piedmont Symphony Orchestra, including two years as its President. He 

is proud of how the PSO continues to serve the community by mentoring 

band and orchestra students in our junior and senior high schools.

His real passion, however, was mentoring hundreds of young men and 

women from Fauquier, Culpeper, Rappahannock, and Greene counties 

seeking admission to West Point.  
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Greetings,

In the early morning hours of August 6, 2020, the engine crew assigned to Station 

11 (Orlean) was dispatched to a reported structure fire with occupants trapped on 

Leeds Manor Rd. The Wagon responded quickly and followed closely by the tanker.

Upon their arrival Wagon 1111’s officer, Lt. Jeremy Leonard, reported heavy fire 

in the main floor of the structure and two occupants stranded on a second floor 

balcony with no way to safely exit. Lt. Leonard directed crew members, Technician 

II Nicholas Baer and Technician Edward Sonifrank, to place a ladder and rescue 

the occupants and tasked the just-arriving tanker with fire suppression duties.

Two adults and two dogs were removed from the structure by ladder and escaped 

any serious injury. The tanker crew, led by volunteer Lt. Robert Tarr, was able to 

quickly contain and extinguish the fire with the assistance of Orlean Chief Johnny 

Ray Kearns. Additional fire units from Warrenton, Marshall, and The Plains also 

responded. The occupants were transported to Fauquier Hospital for observation 

and the two dogs were fostered by a volunteer member of Orlean Volunteer Fire 

until they could be returned to their owners.

The decisions made by Lieutenant Leonard and the quick actions of Technician II 

Baer and Technician Sonifrank was undoubtedly instrumental in saving the lives 

of two Fauquier Citizens. I am nominating them for the Fauquier Chamber’s Life 

Saving Award.

DEPARTMENT OF FIRE, RESCUE 

& EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

LIFE SAVING AWARD  



9

2021

The successful rescue operation described above would have required far 

greater personal risk without the coordinated efforts of Tanker 1111’s crew. Their 

actions contained the fire until the residents could be safely removed. For this, 

I also nominate Lt. Robert Tarr, Firefighter Mary Tarr, Firefighter Tibby Clegg, 

Firefighter Michael Flammia, and Chief Johnny Ray Kerns for the Meritorious  

Unit Citation.

The outstanding performance and of these men and women reflect great credit 

upon themselves and the Fauquier County Fire and Rescue system. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Darren Stevens, MPA, CFOD

Fire Chief, Fauquier County

DEPARTMENT OF FIRE, RESCUE 

& EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

MERITORIOUS UNIT CITATION  
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TOWN OF WARRENTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

MERITORIOUS AWARD 

Detective Corporal Michael Gemmell has been serving 

with the Virginia Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) 

Task Force for approximately 6 years. The ICAC Task Force 

helps Federal, State and local law enforcement agencies 

enhance their investigative responses to offenders who use 

the Internet, online communication systems, or computer 

technology to sexually exploit children. 

As a member of ICAC, Det. Cpl. Gemmell receives 

information from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, which 

has led to the investigation of several cases in Warrenton.  In the past year, Det. 

Cpl. Gemmell’s investigations have yielded 14 felony counts of possession of child 

pornography and 5 felony counts of distribution.

Det. Cpl. Gemmell’s immense contributions has helped identify offenders who 

prey on children who have been victimized. His professionalism and devotion to 

duty reflect greatly upon himself and his example emulates the Warrenton Police 

Department’s mission to provide a safe and secure environment.

On October 30, 2020 Sergeant Justin Pierce was 

attending training at the Northern Virginia Criminal Justice 

Academy. While leaving the restroom, a firearm discharge 

went off from one of the stalls. Sergeant Pierce immediately 

observed a firearm on the floor inside the handicap stall. 

Sgt. Pierce began asking if the person inside the stall was 

okay and what had happened. The person inside the stall 

was a Deputy from another jurisdiction who stated that 

he had dropped his gun. When the Deputy inside the stall 

opened the door, he touched his leg and observed that he was bleeding. After 

securing the Deputies Firearm, Sergeant Pierce began applying a tourniquet and 

stayed with the deputy until medics arrived.

If it wasn’t for Sgt Pierce actions a fellow law enforcement  

officer could have died due to the amount of blood he lost. 
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ECSIII Renee Settle: On February 2, 2020, ECSIII Settle took 

a 911 call for a cardiac arrest. ECSIII Settle determined that 

victim was having agonal breathing and quickly began CPR 

instructions until EMS personnel arrived on scene. ECSIII 

Settle remained calm throughout the call and was able to 

talk the caller through CPR, aiding in saving the patient’s life.

DEP Charles Acres: On February 26, 2020, then ECSI 

Charles Acres answered a 911 call for a woman in labor. He 

quickly started giving instructions while the ambulance was 

being dispatched. Within three minutes the baby was out 

with the cord wrapped around its neck. ECSI Acres could 

hear it crying and kept calm and proceeded to instruct the 

caller on removing the cord from the baby’s neck without 

cutting the cord. EMS arrived five minutes into the call 

and the baby was crying loudly by that point. ECSI Acres 

remained exceedingly calm referred to his EMD cards, giving clear instructions for 

the entire duration of the call.

FAUQUIER COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

LIFE SAVING AWARDS

Criteria – This award is provided to individuals who, through their extra ordinary 

efforts, were able to take actions that resulted in the saving of a life or lives.
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DEP Charles Acres: On March 24, 2020, then ECSI Acres 

answered a 911 call for an unconscious male that was 

breathing. Within seconds, Charlie was providing airway 

control instructions. The caller seemed to be unsure if the 

patient was breathing or not, but once established that 

the patient was not breathing, ECSI Acres started CPR 

instructions and continued until units arrived to take over. 

ECSI Acres remained calm and without assistance, as all the 

other dispatchers were tied up.

DEP. Carter Cash: On July 27, 2020 Dep Carter Cash was 

doing a ride along with a Patrol deputy when they were 

dispatched to an overdose. The deputy administered 

Naloxone and Dep. Cash performed CPR. Subject was 

transported to the hospital. 
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MDS Arrington: On January 23, 2020, MDS Arrington 

stopped a vehicle for speeding. The driver advised that 

his passenger was having chest pains, at which time MDS 

Arrington requested that rescue respond to the scene. 

Due to the suspects’ suspicious demeanor, MDS Arrington 

deployed K-9 Bane around the vehicle for a free air sniff 

where he alerted on the odor of narcotics. Due to suspicious, 

but not illegal, items located in the vehicle, MDS Arrington 

took photos of the items, the vehicle, and both occupants of 

the vehicle. MDS Arrington sent the photos and information to Crime Analyst Kristi 

House, who created an informational flyer and sent it to other law enforcement 

agencies and the Fusion Center.  

The next day there was a home invasion in another state. Because of the 

information provided in the flyer, another agency was able to immediately establish 

a vehicle and a suspect, who was later arrested. Because of MDS Arrington’s 

training, knowledge, and experience, he was able to identify and properly 

document suspicious activity in order to assist with other possible law enforcement 

investigations. 

CPL Joseph House: On January 10, 2020, then DFC Joseph 

House was investigating a missing juvenile. Suspecting that 

the juvenile was in the company of two adults with whom 

DFC House had had prior interactions with he went to 

various known locations. Through surveillance he was able to 

locate the juvenile. Further investigation led to the discovery 

of a large amount of narcotics, paraphernalia  

and money.

Criteria – This award is provided to individuals who have demonstrated  

extra ordinary efforts either at a specific incident or through a  

series of investigative endeavors.

FAUQUIER COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARDS
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CPL Nathaniel Minton: On February 14th, 2020, then DEP 

Minton was attacked by a mental health consumer who 

was trying to get out of custody. The subject was also trying 

to grab at DEP Minton’s firearm while attempting to flee. 

DEP Minton was able to successfully maintain control of 

the subject and his firearm while taking repeated blows to 

the head and face until help could arrive to assist him. DEP 

Minton’s actions prevented the incident from becoming 

a possible large scale manhunt. DEP Minton’s action also 

prevented injuries or even death given the incident that happened in the hallway of 

the Fauquier E.R. in front of the nurse’s station with hospital staff in close proximity.

SGT John Coppage and MDS 

Vanessa Breedlove: On 06/26/2020 

SGT John Coppage and MDS 

Vanessa Breedlove responded to a 

report of a suicidal person/welfare 

check. SGT Coppage and MDS 

Breedlove immediately requested 

the assistance of a K-9 team as they 

began conducting a search of the 

property. VSP TPR J. Lewis and his K9 as well as TPR D. Mabie arrived to assist in 

the search. The K-9 tracked to the location of the victim who was unconscious and 

unresponsive. Naloxone was administered and the victim was transported to  

the hospital.
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ECSIV Samantha Ashby, MDS Emmie Dean, ECSIII Kim Malloy, ECSI Carter Cash:  

On 01/08/2020, ECSIV Samantha Ashby took a call for a shooting. MDS Emmie 

Dean, who was working part time in Communications, quickly toned out the call 

to WPD and got all units responding. ECSIII Kim Malloy, the supervisor that night, 

was dispatching FCSO units and got them started in that direction, putting them on 

an alternate channel and patching that channel with WPD. ECSI Carter Cash was 

dispatching Fire and Rescue and within moments of WPD arriving on scene and 

finding multiple victims, was able to add additional ambulances to the call and keep 

them updated. ECSIV Ashby, and ECSIII Malloy made calls to the hospital, Aircare, 

Fairfax 1, Park Police, the SDO, WPD Chief, K9 units, property managers, surrounding 

agency hospitals, and local businesses for video footage, sent hits to Fairfax, sent 

a BOLO to surrounding jurisdictions, and took other calls; ECSI Cash managed 

multiple fire and rescue units staging, on scene, and with landing zones, and MDS 

Dean handled both WPD and FCSO units on the patched channels as they cleared 

the apartment, searched the area, and conducted K9 tracks.

FAUQUIER COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

MERITORIOUS UNIT AWARD

Criteria – This award is provided to a full unit that was involved in an incident  

or incidents that involved extra ordinary efforts to rescue,  

defuse and/or create a safe and secure situation.
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1SGT Lance Davenport, SGT Kevin Ryan, MDS James Arrington and DET Lucas 

Jacobs: On October 11, 2020, 1SGT Lance Davenport, SGT Kevin Ryan, MDS 

James Arrington and DET Lucas Jacobs responded to assist the Warrenton Police 

Department with what was initially reported as a Burglary in Progress. The subject, 

who had been identified as a mental health consumer, was reportedly armed and 

had barricaded himself in an apartment.  

Deputies immediately deployed a perimeter around the structure. When the subject 

exited the apartment and repeatedly failed to comply, the deputies formed a stack 

utilizing a shield and combination of TASER, less lethal, and lethal options. Their 

tactically sound decisions and prompt decisive actions were instrumental in bringing 

a potentially dangerous situation to a quick resolution without injury to the public, 

the offender, or themselves.

LT Kristi Kiernan, MDS Marissa Efaw, DET Robert Lewis and DFC Gary Jenkins:   

On October 20, 2020 units responded to a weapons violation call. Upon arrival, it 

was discovered that the subject was suffering a mental health crisis. LT Kristi Kiernan 

and MDS Marissa Efaw were able to communicate with the subject to deescalate 

the situation while DET Robert Lewis and DFC Gary Jenkins maintained cover. The 

teamwork by the Deputies involved to deescalate the situation without force while 

avoiding injuries to themselves or anyone else is commendable. 
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LT David Lee, CPL Aaron Vescovi, CPL Alex Armstrong, DFC Andrew Stribling, 

and DFC Kaycee Huston: On October 21, 2020 LT David Lee, CPL Aaron Vescovi, 

CPL Alex Armstrong, DFC Andrew Stribling, and DFC Kaycee Huston responded 

to a domestic disturbance where the subject was armed and had communicated 

her intent to kill responding law enforcement officers, the other parties and then 

herself. DFC Stribling, CPL Armstrong and DFC Huston determined that the subject 

was suffering a mental health crisis and attempted to de-escalate the situation while 

LT Lee supervised the scene and CPL Vescovi gathering information to relay back 

to the deputies. Due to the teamwork of these deputies the subject was taken into 

custody without incident. 

Criminal Investigations Division: Since August of 2019, the members of the 

Criminal Investigations Division have successfully investigated seven homicides 

and assisted the Warrenton Police Department with two additional homicides.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE POLICE

MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD 

The Area 12 Office would like to nominate Senior Trooper 

C.R. Scally for his efforts in recovering a Silver Alert 

subject. Senior Trooper Scally successfully located the 

subject (Wayne Sauder) of a Silver Alert out of Maryland 

who was suffering from dementia, diabetes and colon 

cancer by maintaining contact with the Montgomery County 

Police Department who were actively pinging the cell 

phone of the subject. 

While the initial call came in the subject was still in Fauquier County just outside of 

Warrenton. Senior Trooper Scally travelled outside of his assigned duty post and 

activated emergency equipment as he needed to locate and stop the subject’s 

vehicle and bring needed medical assistance to the subject just prior to the 

Madison County line on Route 29. 

The family was notified by Trooper Scally and once the subject was transported to 

Culpeper Hospital, Trooper Scally followed the subject there and further met with 

the family and debriefed them on what had transpired. 

Mr. Sauder who while suffering from the aforementioned ailments was also 

disoriented and dehydrated, he believed he was in Maryland when Trooper Scally 

located him and in obvious need of medical attention. 

Senior Trooper Scally’s actions to track down the vehicle which included taking 

the initative to leave his duty post which represented a service above and 

beyond what was expected and exemplified the virtues of our department and its 

personnel, a fact that was not lost on the very thankful family of Mr. Sauder.

Colonel Gary T. Settle 

Superintendent 

(804) 674-2000

Lt. Colonel Tracy S. Russillo 

Deputy Superintendent



19

2021

The Area 12 Office would also like to nominate Senior 

Trooper Jeffrey W. Palmer for his phenomenal efforts to 

insure highway safety in Fauquier County. 

Trooper Palmer exhibits an extraordinary dedication to 

the promotion of highway safety, largely through his 

enforcement efforts which remained constant even 

throughout the COVID pandemic. 

Trooper Palmer aggressively enforces moving violations of reckless driving and 

speed, issuing 197 reckless driving and 652 speeding summonses respectively. 

However, Trooper Palmer also devoted his attention to operator licenses, 

equipment violations, inspections and seatbelts/child restraints which brought his 

performance year total to 1,055 summonses to include 8 criminal arrests and  

1 DUI arrest. 

Trooper Palmer truly seeks to have a positive impact on highway safety within the 

Commonwealth of Virginia and his enforcement actions personify a dedication to 

the welfare of its occupants and set a tremendous example to his fellow troopers.

Sincerely,

Michael C. Woodard· 

First Sergeant



Hottle and Associates 540-351-0862

Alls Real Estate 540-428-1889

Army Veteran and Volunteer Fire Fighter Owned and Operated
Celebrating 27 Years In Business

Internet Service - VoIP Phone Service - Managed IT Solutions
Web Hosting and Design - Graphic and Print Marketing

Hardware/Software - Antivirus - Backup and Disaster Recovery

540-905-8111540-905-8111

www.htd.net



THANK YOU 
FIRST RESPONDERS 

 uvacreditunion.org 

membership eligibility required. insured by ncua. 

UVA Community Credit Union 
is proud to salute our first 
responders who make a  
difference in our lives. 

 
Thank you for making our 

community safer and stronger! 

The members of the
Tuesday LeadShare Group 
Would like to express their 
profound appreciation to all 
who serve to keep us safer in 
our community Thank You!

Tuesday LeadShare meets 
every Tuesday morning at 8:00 
in the Fauquier Chamber office. 

The members of the

     Tuesday LeadShare Group 

Would like to express their profound appreciation to 

all who serve to keep 

us safer in our community 

Thank You! 

Tuesday LeadShare meets every Tuesday morning at 

8:00 in the Fauquier Chamber office. 

LEADSHARE

CONGRATULATIONS & 
THANK YOU FROM

Join us every Wednesday at 8am 
at the Fauquier Chamber Office!

WEDNESDAY
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RED SPONSOR
Mark B. Williams & Associates, PLC

WHITE SPONSORS
Allen Wayne Design Studio

Atlantic Emergency Solutions

Atlantic Union Bank

CRES, Inc.

Discovery Publications

Dominion Energy

Dulaney Lauer & Thomas

Fauquier Health

Fauquier Times

Golden Rule Builders

Hottle and Associates /  
Alls Real Estate

HTDNET, LLC

Oak View Bank

Virginia National Bank

BLUE SPONSORS
Ashwell & Ashwell, PLLC

Jewel Technical Consultants

Rankin’s Furniture

Tuesday Leadshare

Wednesday Leadshare

Updegrove McDaniel McMullin & 
Chiccehitto, PLC

UVA Community Credit Union

SUPPORT A LOCAL HERO
Alec Burnett

Beach & Associates Financial 
Services, LLC x 4

Blossom Propane Gas &  
Appliance Service

Bowman Gaskins Financial  
Group X 2

Bruce Marshall & A. R. Henderson

Business Your Way X 3 

Carl & Susan Lauer 

David & Rhonda Meadows X 2

Discovery Publications 

Glenn & Sandra Kelly X 2

Gravette Enerprises

Hottle and Associates /  
Alls Real Estate X 5

Irish Golf Academy

John & Mary Frazer X 2

Joseph & Laurie Bersack X 2

Judson Walls X 2

Lt. Col. Katie Creveling

Lt. Col. Bob Martin

Mark & Gloria Williams X 2

Mark & Rona Smith 

Mary Leigh McDaniel X 2

Meridian Financial Partners X 4

NJP Accounting, LLC

Robert Flikeid

Sylvia McDevitt 

Tameron Voss

Thursday Leadshare X 2
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SPECIAL THANK YOU TO

Allegro Community School of the Arts

AWARDS SPONSOR

John Kiernan – Blue Line Studios

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF

Kathy Harper, Discovery Publications

VALOR AWARDS COMMITTEE
Gloria Williams 

Committee Chair

Marianne Clyde

CHAMBER STAFF
Alec Burnett

Laura Coates

As we celebrate the acts of valor this 

evening represents, we are reminded 

of how grateful our community is for 

the safe and secure environment you 

provide our citizens daily. A heartfelt 

thank you and know our thoughts and 

prayers are with you and your families.

To tonight’s honorees and all of the Fauquier County Public Safety 

Personnel: Thank you for all you do!

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
FROM THE FAUQUIER CHAMBER
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Thank You First Responders!


